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Have you ever been to the 
hospital? There is so much 
going on! 
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There are many different units, 
or rooms, inside a hospital. 


This is admitting. It is where 
patients check in. Someone 
who is treated at a hospital 
is called a patient. 


Hospital workers get information 
from the patient. They put it into 
the computer. 


The new patient gets a bracelet 
with his name on It. Now other 
workers will know who he is. 


The emergency room, or ER, 
is a very busy place. The 
ambulance brings in people 
who are suddenly sick or hurt. 
The doctors and nurses work 
together to help them. 
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They take blood. They order tests. 
They take pictures called X rays. 
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X rays show what is happening 
inside the body. 
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The tests are sent to the /ab. 
Workers try to find the problem. 


some patients can get medicine 
and go home. Others must stay 
in the hospital. 


some patients may need 
an operation. They go to 
the operating room, or OR. 
It is a very clean place. 
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Germs can make the patient sick. 
Doctors and nurses scrub their 
hands before an operation. 
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They wear masks and gloves. 
Their tools are kept in sterile, 
or clean, trays. 
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After an operation, patients rest 
quietly in the recovery room. 


They may be moved to the ICU, 


or intensive care unit. Patients 
here are very sick. 
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Some patients are connected 
to machines that help them 
breathe. Others receive 
special medicine. 


Patients who get better will 
leave the ICU. 


22 


25 


24 


Workers tn the kitchen make 
meals for the patients. They 
deliver the meals on carts. 


Dirty clothing, sheets, and 
towels go to the laundry room. 
They are cleaned and folded. 


some rooms inside the 
hospital are just for children. 
Special doctors and nurses 
take care of them. Parents 
can stay in these rooms 
overnight. 
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Even newborn babies stay 
in a room inside the hospital. 
It is called the nursery. 
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Many rooms inside the hospital 
are quiet. But the nursery can 
get very loud! 
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Challenge Words 


admitting—An area of the hospital where patients check in. 


emergency room, ER—A hospital room where sick and injured 
people go in an emergency. 


intensive care unit, }CU—An area of the hospital where very sick 
patients are treated. 


lab—Short for laboratory. A place where patients’ tests are 
reviewed. 


operating room, OR—A hospital room where doctors perform 
operations. 


nursery—A hospital room for newborn babies. 
patient (pay-shunt)—Someone who is treated at a hospital. 


recovery room—A hospital room where patients rest after an 
operation. 


sterile (ster-ul)—Very clean; free of germs. 


unit (yoo-nit)—A group of rooms in a hospital. 
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